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- WHILE officials are upbeat on

the consultation process limnk-
ed to the green paper on land
reform, some civil society or-
ganisations have slammed it,
saying it flies in the face of the

constitution. o
Mdu Shabane, director-ge-

neral of the Department of
Rural Development and Land
Reform, said he was happy
with the consultation process
which had been extended by a
month to the end of December

“We are still waiting for
some submissions. The pro-
cess was very interactive. We
didn’t just rely on people sub-

mitting papers in writing. It

was a very good exercise and
we are quite happy In fact
many who were guite scepti-
cal about the paper are now
seeing the proposals 1n a very
different way.”

But Afriforum, which sub-
mitted its comments last week,
believes the paper will under-
mine economic prosperity and
render constitutional rights
null and void.

Kallie Kriel, in charge of
Afriforum’s economic affairs,
said the body had rejected ‘the
entire document.

- “There are specific 1ssues

in the paper which are totally
unacceptable and cause grave
concerns, such as the severe

limitations it places on private

ownership, as well as govern-
ment determining the vame of
land,” he said. -

Mike Cowling, of ‘i:he Assgw B
ciation for Rural Advance-

ment, said the association also
had dismissed the paper.

“Our main criticism was
that it didn’t deal with the real
issues facing land reform. The
biggest problem 1s security of
tenure and the paper did not
deal with thatat all. Itis reaﬂy
superticial and meamng}eszs
he said. .

Kwanalu vice-chairman
Robin Barnsley said if the go-
vernment had done its j0b
properly in the first place and
followed what was laid down
in the original white paper,

this green paper would not

have been necessary.
“This is a small attempt to

try and fix the mess,” he said.

But Mike Mlengana, head
of the vear-old African Farm-
ers’ Association, said: “I hate
it when people see politics
when there 1s no politics.
That’s just embarrassing,
that’s the past. The green pa-
per 1s just the start of a
pProcess.” ~
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